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Vorwort



Der gemeinsame Besuch des ehemaligen deutschen Bundesprisidenten Christian Wulff und
des tiirkischen Staatsprisidenten Abdullah Giil am 20. September 2011 am Zentrum fiir
Interkulturelle Islamstudien (ZIIS) an der Universitdt Osnabrick markiert eine grole Ehre
und Auszeichnung fiir das Zentrum und die Universitit. Bereits Wochen zuvor wurde dem
Besuch entgegengefiebert, demonstriert er doch die hohe internationale Wertschitzung und
Anerkennung der wissenschaftlichen Ausbildung von islamischen Religionspidagog/innen und
Theolog/innen, der Imamweiterbildung sowie der universitaren Verankerung der Islamischen
Theologie als Wissenschaftsdisziplin in Osnabriick. Dieses hohe Ansehen und eine auch
zukiinftig garantierte Unterstiitzung wurden von beiden Staatsoberhduptern in ihren Reden
vor Ort explizit kundgetan und auch in einem Dankesschreiben im Nachhinein nochmals aus-
driicklich bestitigt. So sei es den Mitarbeiterinnen und Mitarbeitern ausgezeichnet gelungen,
der tiirkischen und deutschen Delegation einen nachhaltigen Eindruck der vielfiltigen, hervor-
ragenden Lehre und ,,akademischen Exzellenz* in Osnabriick zu vermitteln. Ein besonderer
Héhepunkt wihrend des Besuchs war, dass Studierende, Mitarbeiter/innen und Professor/
inn/en der Universitit im Anschluss an die offiziellen Reden in der Aula des Schlosses im Foy-
er zwanglos und entspannt miteinander ins Gesprich kommen und Fragen stellen konnten.

Die vorliegende dreisprachig gehaltene Broschiire dokumentiert den Besuch der beiden
Staatsoberhidupter an der Universitit Osnabriick und soll all denen, die diesen nicht persénlich
miterlebt haben, Einblicke in Vorgetragenes sowie die besondere, feietliche und aulergewdhn-
liche Atmosphire vor Ort ermdglichen. All jenen, die selbst dabei waren, bietet sie Gelegen-
heit, diesen besonderen Tag noch einmal Revue passieren zu lassen — einen Tag, der noch
lange nachgeklungen hat und den wir alle wohl nicht mehr vergessen werden. Der chrwiirdige
Staatsbesuch hat uns darin bestitigt, dass die Arbeit aller an den zahlreichen Projekten Betei-
ligten bislang qualitativ hochwertig, progressiv und produktiv war und daher auch erfolgreich
sein konnte. Wir befinden uns mithin auf dem richtigen Weg hin zu einer langfristigen Etab-
lierung der Islamischen Theologie an der Universitit Osnabriick. Auf diesem Weg sind weitere
Herausforderungen zu meistern, die wir, da bin ich zuversichtlich, mit Ansporn, Ehrgeiz und
Selbstbewusstsein auch zukiinftig gemeinsam meistern werden.

Ich wiinsche Thnen viel Vergniigen mit der Broschiire
und griifle Sie herzlich!

Thre

Prof. Dr. Martina Blasberg-Kuhnke
Vizeprisidentin fir Studium und Lehre
Universitit Osnabriick



Preface



The joint visit of the former German Federal President Christian Wulff and the Turkish
President Abdullah Giil to the Centre for Intercultural Islamic Studies (ZIIS) of Osnabriick
University on 20 September 2011 was an honour and an accolade for the centre and the
university as a whole. The visit had been eagerly awaited in the weeks running up to the said
date, as it testified to the wide international acclaim and recognition which the academic
training of Islamic religious teachers and theologians, the further training programme for
imams and the anchoring of Islamic Theology as an academic discipline in Osnabriick have
achieved. Both Heads of State explicitly stressed the excellent reputation that the institute
enjoys and guaranteed their future support in their speeches held on the day and in letters
thanking the university and the institute in the wake of their visit. They emphasised that

the institute’s employees had been successfully able to convey to both the Turkish and the
German delegation a lasting impression of the vatied and excellent nature of the teaching and
of the “academic excellence” in Osnabriick. In addition, it was also stressed that a particular
highlight of the visit took place directly following the speeches, when students, employees
and professors had the chance to converse with each other and ask questions in a relaxed and
informal atmosphere in the foyer of the castle.

This brochure, which is written in three languages, documents the visit of the two Heads

of State to Osnabriick University. It aims to communicate the content of the speeches to
people who were not at the visit and to give them an insight into the extraordinary, festive and
special atmosphere of the visit. It offers people who were fortunate enough to experience

the day’s events the chance to once more look back at a day we will probably never forget,

the significance of which continued to linger on long after it had drawn to a close. This

state visit confirmed that the numerous people engaged in the many projects have thus far
produced excellent, progressive and productive work, which has consequently achieved critical
success. In this context, it can be seen that we are on the right path towards the permanent
establishment of Islamic Theology at Osnabriick University. We will have to deal with more
challenges along this path in the future. I am sure that, working together and with motivation,
ambition and self-confidence, we will be able to overcome these challenges in the future.

I hope you enjoy reading the brochure and send my best regards!
Professor. Dr. Martina Blasberg-Kuhnke

Vice-President for Teaching and Courses of Study
Osnabriick University
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Almanya Federal Cumhuriyeti eski Cumhurbagskant Sayin Christian Wulff ve Tirkiye
Cumhuriyeti Cumhurbagkant Sayin Abdullah Gtl’tin 20 Eyltl 2011 tarihinde Osnabriick
Universitesi Killtiirlerarast Islam Arastirmalart Merkezine (Z11S) birlikte gerceklestirdikleri
ziyaretleri, gerek Islam Arastirmalart Merkezi gerekse Osnabriick Universitesi icin biiyiik

bir onur ve taltif olmustur. Haftalar 6ncesinden heyecanla beklenen bu ziyaret aslinda
Osnabriick’te baglatilan Tslam ilahiyatcilari ve din dersi égretmenlerinin bilimsel egitimine,
imamlara yonelik egitim destek programina ve Islam Tlahiyatinin akademik bir bélim olaralk
Universite programina girmesine gosterilen uluslararast destek ve tegvikin bir nisanesidir.

Her iki sayin cumhurbagkaninin bu ulvi tavirlart ve gelecekte de desteklerinin stirecegine

dair ifadeleri, program sirasinda agtkea ortaya kondugu gibi, sonradan gonderilen tesekkur
yazilarinda da kesin bir dille ifade edilmistir. Universitemiz personeli, Osnabriick’teki cok
yonli ve kaliteli egitim ve fevkalade akademik dizey konusunda Tirk ve Alman heyetleri
tzerinde kalict bir etki birakmay1 basarmustir. Ziyarette en dikkat ¢ekici husus ise, tiniversite
merkez binamizin oditoryumunda, resmi konusmalarin tamamlanmasini miiteakip tiniversite
6grencileri, calisanlart ve profesérlerinin holde spontane olarak gelisen bir siire¢ icerisinde
gbriisme ve birbirlerine soru sorma imkani bulmalart olmustur.

Elinizdeki t¢ dilde hazirlanmis bu brosiir hem iki sayin cumhurbagkaninin Osnabrick
Universitesini ziyaretlerini belgelemekte hem de programda bizzat bulunamamis olan herkese
programdaki fevkalade miistesna atmosferden bir esinti sunmaktadir. Programa katilabilmis
olanlar i¢cinse bu mistesna glinii, bu, etkisi uzun siire devam eden ve asla unutamayacagimiz
guni zihinlerde tazeleme imkant sunmaktadir. Bu, onur bahseden yiiksek resmi ziyaret

bizi su hususta tasdik etmektedir ki, bugiine kadar sayisiz projede yer alma tecriibesine ve
yuksek kalifikasyona sahip akademik personelin ortaya koydugu bu is ¢ok yiiksek standartlara
erismistir ve bu yiizden de basarili olmast kaginilmazdir. O halde Osnabriick Universitesinde
Tslam Tlahiyat: Béliminiin tesisi konusunda dogru yolda oldugumuzu séyleyebiliriz. Bu yolda
karsilagilabilecek ve bizim tesvik, gayret ve 6zgiivenle alt edebilecegimiz engeller — ki bu
konuda oldukea iyimserim — agilabilecek nitelikteditler.

Bu brositle hosca vakit gecirmenizi temenni eder ve sizi i¢tenlike selamlarim.

Prof. Dr. Martina Blasberg-Kuhnke
Osnabriick Universitesi Egitim ve Ogretimden Sorumlu Rektér Yardimetst
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Begrifdung

durch den Prasidenten
der Universitit Osnabuii




Sehr geehrter Herr Staatsprisident Giil,
schr verehrte Frau Gul,

sehr geehrter Herr Bundesprisident Wulff,
sehr verehrte Frau Wulff,

sehr geehrte Frau Ministerin Ozkan,

sehr verehrte Exzellenzen,

meine Damen und Herten,

ich begriiBle Sie sehr herzlich in der Universitdt Osnabriick, der Alma Mater unseres geschitzten
Bundesprisidenten. Wenngleich wir tiber ein Schloss aus dem 17. Jahrhundert verfiigen, so ist
dies dennoch eine vergleichsweise junge Universitit, die sich seit ihrer Griindung im Jahr 1974
in weiten Bereichen groB3e Anerkennung verschafft hat. Mit ca. 11.000 Studierenden, von denen
etwas mehr als 6% aus dem Ausland kommen, woran die Gruppe der Studierenden aus der
Tiirkei den grof3ten Anteil ausmacht, sind wir eine mittelgro3e Universitit mit einem breiten
Ficherspektrum.

Die wissenschaftliche Auseinandersetzung mit den Themen Migration, Integration und
Interkulturalitit zahlt zweifellos zu den Stirken der Universitit Osnabriick. Hier griindete
sich vor 20 Jahren, im Herbst 1991, das bis heute bundesweit einmalige Institut fir
Migrationsforschung und Interkulturelle Studien — das IMIS.

Die Etablierung der ,,Islamischen Religionspidagogik® ist an erster Stelle der Initiative des
IMIS-Mitglieds und langjahrigen Osnabriicker Professors fir Interkulturelle Pidagogik, Prof.
Dr. Peter Graf, zu verdanken. Aus seiner intensiven Beschiftigung mit dem interkulturellen und
interreligiésen, insbesondere dem christlich-islamischen Dialog heraus und mit Unterstiitzung
der ehemaligen IMIS-Direktoren Prof. Dr. Klaus J. Bade und Prof. Dr. Michael Bommes
formte er in langjdhriger und wahrhaft miihevoller, schliefSlich aber sehr erfolgreicher
Uberzeugungsarbeit die Islamische Religionspidagogik.

Ohne das offene Ohr aber und die vielfiltige Unterstiitzung durch den damaligen
Ministerprasidenten des Landes Niedersachsen und heutigen Bundesprisidenten Christian
Whlff wiire die Idee zur Einfithrung eines Schulfaches ,,Islamischer Religionsunterricht™ niemals
umgesetzt worden. Es hitten sich keine Professuren an der Universitit Osnabriick einrichten
lassen, die seit dem Wintersemester 2007/2008 unter Leitung von Prof. Dr. Biilent Ugar den
Studiengang Islamische Religionspidagogik betreiben. Und es wire nicht moglich gewesen,
ein Zentrum fir Interkulturelle Islamstudien (ZIIS) zu griinden und von hier aus die aktuell
diskutierten Uberlegungen zur wissenschaftlichen Weiterbildung von Imamen voranzutreiben.

Ihr heutiger Besuch des entstehenden Islamzentrums der Universitit Osnabriick zusammen
mit dem Staatsprisidenten der Tirkei ist eine wunderbare Gelegenheit, Thnen, lieber Herr Wulff,
fiir Thre Weitsicht und Unterstiitzung sehr herzlich zu danken. Es ist uns eine gro3e Ehre und
Auszeichnung, dass Sie Thren Staatsgast an unsere Universitit gefithrt haben.

Im Folgenden héren Sie ein kurzes Referat von Herrn Prof. Ucar tiber Ziele und Stand des
Aufbaus des mit Unterstiitzung des Bundesministeriums fiir Bildung und Forschung und des
Landes Niedersachsen entstechenden Zentrums fiir Islamische Theologie an der Universitit
Osnabriick, gefolgt von Statements der beiden Prasidenten. Danach begeben sich diese ins
Foyer, um dort mit Studierenden und Mitarbeitern des Zentrums fur Interkulturelle Islamstudien
zu sprechen.

Ich bedanke mich fir Thre Aufmerksamkeit.



Welcoming Speech

Held by the President
of Osnabriick University,
Professor Dr.-Ing. Claus Rollinger
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Right Honourable President Gtl,
Right Honourable Mrs Giil,

Right Honourable President Wulff,
Right Honourable Mrs Wulff,
Right Honourable Minister Ozkan,
Right Honourable Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to warmly welcome you to Osnabriick University, the Alma Mater of our
esteemed Federal German President. Despite being in possession of a castle constructed in
the 17th century, ours is a comparatively young university, which has achieved wide recognition
in a range of differing fields ever since its foundation in 1974. Around 11,000 students are
currently studying at this university, more than 6% of whom come from foreign countries,
with the largest proportion of these proceeding from Turkey. We are in this context a
medium-large sized university which is home to a large range of differing academic disciplines.

One of the strengths of Osnabriick University is undoubtedly the academic engagement
with issues related to migration, integration and interculturality. The Institute for Migration
Research and Intercultural Studies — IMIS —, an institute which remains to this day unique in
its kind in Germany, was founded here 20 years ago, in autumn 1991.

The establishment and firm anchoring of “Islamic Education” as an academic discipline at
this university was the brainchild of the long-serving professor for Intercultural Education,
Professor Dr. Peter Graf. His intensive engagement with intercultural and interreligious
dialogue, and especially with issues pertaining to dialogue between the Islamic and Christian
faiths, first enabled the formation of Islamic Education as an academic discipline. His
incessant and laborious, but at the same time ultimately successful efforts to convince people
of the merits of the discipline thus resulted in its genesis. The former directors of the
IMIS, Professor Dr. Klaus Bade and Professor Dr. Michael Bommes, also made significant
contributions to its successful formation.

The idea of teaching “Islamic Education” as a subject in German schools would never have
become reality without the disposition of the former First President of Lower Saxony and
current German President, Christian Wulff, to keep an open mind to our plans and to assist
us in a wide range of different ways. In addition, it would never have been possible to create
professorships for Islamic Education without his support. Under the leadership of Professor
Dr. Bilent Ucar, these departmental chairs have taught Islamic Education as a regular course
at the university since the winter semester 2007/2008. Without the German President’s
assistance, the Centre for Intercultural Islamic Studies (ZIIS) would surely never have been
possible, and we would consequently not have been able to contribute to and to further
support the current discussions as to whether imams ought to receive an academic training;

Your decision to visit the incipient Centre for Islamic Theology of Osnabriick University
together with the Turkish President provides us today with a wonderful opportunity to heartily
thank you for your vision and your support. It is a great honour and an accolade for our
university that you have brought your guest of state to Osnabriick University.

Professor Dr. Ucar will now briefly speak about the aims of the Centre for Islamic
Theology, an institute which is being established with the support of the Federal Ministry for
Education and Research and the region of Lower Saxony, and the progress which has been
made up until now. This speech will be followed by statements from both Presidents. When
these have been held, please make your way into the foyer, where you will have the chance to
speak with students and employees of the Centre for Intercultural Islamic Studies.

Many thanks for your attention.



Osnabrick

Universitesi
Rektoru

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Claus Rollinger‘in
Sayin Cumhurbaskanlarini
Selamlama Konusmasi




Sayin Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti Cumhurbaskani Gl beyefendi,
Saygideger Giil hanimefendi,

Sayin Federal Almanya Cumhurbagkant Wulff beyefendi,
Saygtdeger Wulff hanimefendi,

Sayin Bakan Ozkan hanimefendi,

Sayin ekselanslari,

Bayanlar ve baylar.

Sizleri en igten dileklerimle selamliyor ve degerli Cumhurbaskanimizin Universitesi olan
Osnabriick Universitesine hos geldiniz diyorum.

Her ne kadar 17. yiizyilldan kalma bir saraya sahip olsak da, tiniversitemiz nispeten geng bir
tniversitedir ve kurulus yili olan 1974’ten itibaren kendisini bir¢ok alanda kabul ettirmistir.
Universitemiz, yaklastk 11.000 égrencisi ile — ki bunlarin % 6’st Almanya disindan gelmektedir
ve bu 6grenciler iginde de Tirkiye’den gelenler cogunlugu olusturmaktadir — orta biytklikte
ve genis bir ders yelpazesi sunan bir Gniversitedir.

Osnabriick Universitesinin gii¢lii oldugu alanlardan birisi de, gé¢, entegrasyon ve
kultirlerarasi iligkiler gibi konularin ilmi ve akademik bir dizeyde islenmesidir. Burada 20 yil
once, 1991 yilinin sonbaharinda, bugtine dek Almanya’da alaninda tek olan Gy ve Kiiltiirleraras:
Arastirmalar Enstitiisii IMIS) kurulmustur.

Islam Din Egitimi Boliimiiniin kurulmast ise, ilk etapta, IMIS iiyesi olan ve Osnabriick
Universitesi’nde uzun yillar Kiiltiirlerarast Egitim Bilimi profesérliigii yapan Prof. Dr. Peter
Graf’in girisimleri sayesinde olmustur. Sayin Graf, yogun bir sekilde stirdirdagu kiltirler ve
dinler arasi diyalog, ézellikle de Hristiyan-Islam diyalogu calismalari neticesinde ve eski TIMIS
miidiirlerinden Prof. Dr. Klaus J. Bade ve Prof. Dr. Michael Bommes’in katkilariyla, uzun yillar
siiren, yorucu ancak bir o kadar da basarili ikna ¢aligmalariyla Tslam Din Egitimi Béliimiine
sekil vermistir.

Fakat o zamanki Asag Saksonya Eyaleti Bagbakant ve bugiinkii Federal Almanya
Cumhurbagkant Sayin Christian Wulff’un hassasiyeti ve giiclii destegi olmasayds, okullarda
“Islam Din Dersi” adinda bir dersin uygulamaya geirilmesi fikri asla gergeklesemezdi. Ayni
sekilde Osnabriick Universitesinde 2007/08 giiz ddneminde baslayan ve Prof. Dr. Biilent Ugar
yonetiminde siirdiiriilen Islam Din Egitimi Bolimiindeki kirsiler de kurulamazdi. Béylelikle
Kiltirlerarast Tslam Arastirmalart Merkezi de kurulamayacak ve buradan yola cikarak
bugiin tartistlan imamlara bilimsel destek programi fikrinin de fiiliyata gecirilmesi mimkiin
olamayacakti.

Sayin Wulff; sizin, Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti Cumhurbaskant Sayin Gl ile birlikte,
tiniversitemizde olugmakta olan Tslam Merkezini ziyaretiniz, bizlere, bu ileri gérisliliigiiniiz
ve desteginizden dolayi sizlere en igten stikranlarimizi arz etme firsatini verdi. Ayni zamanda
devlet konugunuzu bizim tniversitemize davet etmeniz de bizim i¢in ¢ok biiyiik bir onur ve
miikafattir.

Degerli misafirler, programimiz, Sayin Prof. Ugar’in Egitim ve Arastirma Bakanligi ve
Asagt Saksonya Eyaletinin destegiyle Osnabriick Universitesinde kurulacak olan Islam
Tlahiyatt Merkezi ile ilgili son gelismeler ve bu merkezin hedefleri hakkindaki sunumu ve
onun akabinde Sayin Cumhurbagkanlarimizin konugmalari ile devam edecektir. Daha sonra
her iki Cumhurbaskanimiz da fuayeye gecip orada Kiiltiirlerarast Tslam Aragtirmalart Merkezi
mensuplari ve 6grencileri ile sohbet edeceklerdit.

Hepinize ¢ok tesekkir ederim.









slamische Theologie

an der Universitat
Osnabriick

Thematische Einfiihrung
von Prof. Dr. Biilent Ugar

Sehr geehrter Herr Staatsprisident Giil,

sehr geehrter Herr Bundesprisident Wulff,

sehr geehrter Herr Oberbiirgermeister Pistorius,
sehr geehrte Frau Ministerin Ozkan,

sehr geehrter Herr Generalkonsul Ozguhadar,
verehrte Giste,

seien sie alle herzlich willkommen an der Universitit Osnabriick.

Heute ist ein groBer Tag der Freude und Anerkennung fiir uns. Ihr Besuch, sehr geehrte
Prisidenten, dokumentiert uns die Wertschitzung unserer Arbeit, wofiir wir Thnen zu Dank
verpflichtet sind. In Osnabriick entsteht mit sieben Professuren eines der grof3ten Islam-
Zentren Deutschlands. Dies ist nicht nur eine Anerkennung unserer Arbeit, vielmehr wird
durch die eingesetzten Ressourcen auch den Interessen und Bediirfnissen der Muslime in
Deutschland Rechnung getragen. All dies ist in Zeiten von evidenter Islamfeindlichkeit und
religiés motiviertem Terror (leider) keine Selbstverstindlichkeit. Ohne die Unterstiitzung
verschiedenster Institutionen und auch Personen wiire ein solches Islam-Zentrum an dieser
Universitit sicherlich nicht méglich gewesen. Bitte erlauben Sie mir also, vorab einige
Danksagungen auszusprechen. Neben ganz vielen Personen, die es sicherlich verdient hitten,
hier erwihnt zu werden, méchte ich allen voran folgende Namen nennen: Unter der Fithrung
von Prof. Peter Graf vom IMIS — dem hervorragendsten Migrationsforschungszentrum in
Deutschland — wurde dieses Projekt vor rund zehn Jahren zunichst im Rahmen eines BLK-
Projekts gestartet. Ganz herzlich danke ich fiir die dann auch weiterhin erfolgte Unterstiitzung
Herrn Prof. Andreas Pott, dem jetzigen Direktor des IMIS, und seinem kiirzlich verstorbenen
Vorginger Prof. Bommes.

Gefordert wurde das Projekt eines wissenschaftlichen Islam-Zentrums in dieser ganzen Zeit
immer auch von unserer Hochschulleitung; insbesondere Herr Prof. Rollinger hat sich hierfir
als Prisident immer personlich stark gemacht. Bei ihm haben wir fiir unsere Anliegen immer
und zu jeder Zeit Gehor gefunden.

Auch die christlichen Theologien haben uns durchgehend wohlwollend und respektvoll
zugleich begleitet. In diesem Zusammenhang muss vor allem der Name von Prof. Arnulf von



Scheliha erwihnt werden. Insbesondere mdochte ich an dieser Stelle auch unserer ehemaligen
Dekanin und jetzigen Vize-Prisidentin fiir Studium und Lehre Prof. Martina Blasberg-Kuhnke
sowie ihrem Vorginger Prof. Thomas Vogtherr danken. Ich glaube, ja ich bin der festen
Uberzcugung, dass ohne deren festen Entschluss vieles auf halber Strecke liegen geblieben
wire. Beiden gilt mein aufrichtiger Dank!

Jeder Leiter einer Einrichtung weil3, dass ohne ein gutes Team nichts wirklich funktioniert.
In diesem Zusammenhang méchte ich meinen Kollegen Prof. Rauf Ceylan und vor allem
unser ,,Urgestein® J6rg Ballnus exemplarisch fiir alle anderen Mitarbeiter und Mitarbeiterinnen
hervorheben; natirlich haben alle weiteren, hier nicht Genannten genauso ihren Beitrag zum
Aufbau geleistet.

Wir haben von Anfang an immer externen Beistand fiir unsere Arbeit benétigt und diesen
auch dankend angenommen. Ohne den persénlichen Einsatz von Herrn Avni Altiner, dem
derzeitigen Vorsitzenden der Schura Niedersachsen, so muss ich sagen, weil3 ich nicht, ob wir
heute dort stinden, wo wir uns jetzt befinden. Thnen allen sei allerherzlichst gedankt! Last but
not least moéchte ich mich stellvertretend fiir die vielen unterstitzenden Krifte in der Politik
bei unserem fritheren Landesvater Christian Wulff bedanken.

Meine Damen und Herren,

sehr gechrte Prisidenten,

der Islam ist ein Teil unseres Landes. Es ist ein Faktum, dass der Islam in unserer Gesellschaft
mit mehr als vier Millionen Muslimen gesellschaftliche Realitit geworden ist. Dennoch

witd der Islam als ein fremdes Phinomen wahrgenommen, da er iberwiegend im Zuge der
Arbeitsmigration seit den 1960er Jahren nach Deutschland gekommen ist. Nach 9/11 ist der
Islam vorwiegend als sicherheits-, und integrationspolitisches Problem thematisiert worden.
Die nicht weniger bedeutenden sozial-, bildungs- und wirtschaftspolitischen Aspekte blieben
in diesen Debatten unberiicksichtigt. Mit den Empfehlungen des Wissenschaftsrates zur
Errichtung von Instituten fir Islamische Theologie dndert sich dies nun wesentlich. Erstmals
witd es die Méglichkeit geben, kiinftige Imame und muslimische Theologen in Deutschland
auszubilden. Ebenso wird der grundgesetzlich verankerte Anspruch auf einen islamischen
Religionsunterricht nach einer gewissen Zeit des Erprobens und Erkundens in die schulische
Realitit uberfiihrt werden. Unser Bundesland Niedersachsen ist in diesem Bereich nicht
zuletzt durch das entschiedene Eintreten des jetzigen Bundesprisidenten und vormaligen
Ministerprisidenten Christian Wulff fithrend.

So sehr diese Entwicklung zu begriilen ist, darf dabei aber nicht verkannt werden, dass in
unserem Land in integrationspolitischer Hinsicht jahrzehntelang Fehler und Versdaumnisse
gemacht worden sind. Lange Zeit ging man nidmlich davon aus, dass die im Zuge der
Arbeitsmigration nach Deutschland gekommenen Menschen — und diese waren zum
groBten Teil Muslime — in unserem Land nur voriibergehend bleiben und irgendwann in
ihre Heimatlinder zuriickkehren wiirden. Vor dem Hintergrund dieser Konstellation gilt
es, die Religion, die religiésen Gefiihle und Bedurfnisse der Muslime zukiinftig ernsthaft
wahrzunehmen, um mithin einen Losungsansatz zu gewihtleisten. In der Konsequenz
bedeutet dies wiederum, den Islam auch und insbesondere als ein Bindeglied — nicht Stirfaktor
— zwischen Menschen anzuerkennen und ihn — auf den deutschen gesamtgesellschaftlichen
Kontext bezogen — sowohl als Mittel zur Identititsbildung als auch als Mittel zur
Integrationsférderung zu betrachten.

Das Ziel der Identititsbildung der Muslime und ihrer erfolgreichen Integration in
unsere Gesellschaft kann nur dann erreicht werden, wenn die Rahmenbedingungen dafiir
geschaffen werden, dass der Islam sich selbst auch als Teil der deutschen Religionskultur
aus seiner Binnenperspektive heraus versteht und aus der AuBenperspektive auf dieselbe
Weise gleichermal3en akzeptiert wird. So haben die Deutsche Islam Konferenz und der
Wissenschaftsrat richtigerweise erkannt, dass der Weg zu einer gelungenen und erfolgreichen
Integration der Muslime auch tber die Beheimatung des Islams an deutschen Universititen
fuhrt.

Doch auf diesem Wege gibt es unterschiedliche Hiirden, die tiberwunden werden
miissen. Tatsache ist nimlich, dass der Islam in Deutschland verfassungsrechtlich als
Religionsgemeinschaft noch nicht anerkannt ist. Solange dieser Zustand andauert, wird
man sich bei der Etablierung der Islamischen Theologie an deutschen Universititen
sowie des islamischen Religionsunterrichts an deutschen Schulen mit unterschiedlichen
Zwischenlsungen begntigen miissen. Doch diese kénnen und durfen nicht zu Dauerlésungen
werden: Sowohl der deutsche Staat als auch die religiosen Vertretungen der Muslime in
Deutschland miissen hier noch weitere Anstrengungen unternechmen, um den Islam in
Deutschland im Sinne des Grundgesetzes als Religionsgemeinschaft anzuerkennen und zu
institutionalisieren.

Auf diesem Weg schon weit vorangeschritten ist hier die ethnisch tibergreifende
muslimische Landesvertretung ,,Schura Niedersachsen® und auch die jingsten Entwicklungen



seitens der DITIB in diese Richtung sind zu begriilen. Wir méchten uns fiir die gute
Zusammenarbeit bei denjenigen Verbidnden, die uns von Anfang an unterstiitzt haben,
ausdriicklich bedanken. Eine an deutschen Universititen angesiedelte Islamische Theologie
muss neben den wissenschaftlichen Standards die inhaltlichen Voraussetzungen zur

Akzeptanz unter den Muslimen erfiillen, den Erwartungen und Anspriichen des muslimischen
Alltagslebens entsprechen. Nur so — so mochte ich betonen — kann sie unter den Muslimen in
Deutschland in ihrer Glaubwiirdigkeit und Authentizitit akzeptiert werden.

,, Osnabriick bereitet Imam-Aunsbildung vor, lautete die Uberschrift einer Pressemeldung, die Ende
Februar 2010 in den Medien verbreitet wurde. Dieser Schritt markierte eine weitere Etappe auf
dem Weg zur Beheimatung der Islamischen Theologie im akademischen Kontext. Seit 2007
gibt es am Standort Osnabriick zwei Lehrstithle, die sich der Ausbildung von muslimischen
Religionslehrerinnen und -lehrern widmen. Erste Absolventinnen und Absolventen arbeiten
bereits im niedersdchsischen Schulversuch ,,Islamischer Religionsunterricht™ mit. Es steht
auller Frage, dass diese Ausbildung durch die weiteren Entwicklungen an der Universitit an
Qualitit gewinnen wird. Die bisher gelehrten theologischen Fachdisziplinen kénnen davon nur
profitieren, wenn die Lehrerinnen- und Lehrerbildung grundstindig angelegt wird.

Um die inhaltliche Profilierung der Islamischen Theologie auch in einer interreligics-
dialogischen Ausrichtung gestalten zu kénnen, bedarf es entsprechender interdisziplinarer
und miteinander vernetzter Einrichtungen. An der Universitit Osnabriick wurde daher im
Jahre 2008 das Zentrum fiir Interkulturelle Islamstudien (Z11S) gegrindet, das diese notwendige
Interdisziplinaritit und Vernetzung unterschiedlicher wissenschaftlicher Bereiche und somit
die angestrebte interreligids-dialogische Ausrichtung der Islamischen Theologie gewihrleistet.

Vor diesem Hintergrund kann ich selbstbewusst sagen, dass wir an der Universitit
Osnabriick auf die Etablierung dieses Instituts fiir Islamische Theologie ausgezeichnet
vorbereitet sind. Dass dies keine unbegriindete Behauptung ist, bestitigt auch das seit dem
WS 2010/2011 laufende Programm der Imamweiterbildung, dessen erste Phase in drei Tagen
mit der feietlichen Zertifikatsverleihung durch Ministerin Aygiil Ozkan endet und mit einer
neuen Gruppe der Imame und Seelsorgerinnen in seine zweite Phase geht. Die Einrichtung
der Studienginge der Islamischen Theologie soll im Rahmen eines ordentlichen Bachelor- und
nachfolgenden Masterstudiengangs zum WS 2012/2013 erfolgen.

Einige Worte seien mir hier noch gestattet zur ethnischen Herkunft der Mitarbeiterinnen
und Mitarbeiter am ZIIS. Hier lehren, forschen und atbeiten als Professoren, wissenschaftliche
Mitarbeiterinnen und Mitarbeiter, Doktorandinnen und Doktoranden, wissenschaftliche und
studentische Hilfskrifte sowie Verwaltungskrifte insgesamt 12 Personen unterschiedlichster
ethnischer Abstammung, Wir haben Mitarbeiterinnen und Mitarbeiter mit deutschen,
saharisch-Osterreichisch, tiirkischen, kurdischen, bosnischen und arabischen Wurzeln im Team.

Gleichwohl kommen rund 65% aller Muslime in Deutschland urspriinglich aus der Tirkei.
Dies hat auch Auswirkungen auf unsere Arbeit. Wir sind international hervorragend vernetzt
und arbeiten u.a. auch mit zahlreichen Theologen aus tiirkischen Universititen zusammen.
Hier seien nur folgende Theologische Fakultiten genannt, mit denen wir Erasmus-Abkommen
haben: Marmara {lahiyat, Konya Ilahiyat und Bursa ilahiyat. Auch heute befinden sich gerade
drei Wissenschaftler von diesen Universititen untet uns.

Diese bis hier geschilderten Entwicklungen lassen nur erahnen, an welchen Baustellen und in
welchen Bereichen noch aufrichtig und respektvoll, zielgerichtet und strategisch, nachhaltig
und konsequent gearbeitet werden muss. Staat und Mehrheitsgesellschaft miissen mehr Mut
und guten Willen zur Akzeptanz des Islams und der Muslime im gesamtgesellschaftlichen
Kontext zeigen. Andererseits diirfen sich auch die Muslime den Realititen unserer Gesellschaft
nicht verweigern. Zusammenfassend méchte ich im Hinblick auf die Etablierung der
Islamischen Theologie an deutschen Universititen abschlieBend festhalten: Als muslimische
Europier wollen wir von der deutschen Mehrheitsgesellschaft akzeptiert werden, als
europidische Muslime wollen wir von den Muslimen sowohl in Deutschland als auch in den
muslimischen Kernlindern verstanden werden. Wir fordern eine Gleichberechtigung auf
Augenhohe ein und ich bin glicklich, Thnen hier und jetzt sagen zu kénnen, dass uns dies an
dieser Universitit bis dato weitestgehend gliicklich gelungen ist.



» Heute Ist eIn

groller Tag der Freude
und Anerkennung

flr uns. «
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slamic Theology

at Osnabriick
University

Thematic Introduction
by Professor Dr. Biilent Ugar

Right Honourable Turkish President Giil,
Right Honourable Federal President Wulff,
Right Honourable Mayor Pistorius,

Right Honourable Minister Ozkan,

Right Honourable Consul General Ozcuhadar,
Dear Guests,

Welcome to Osnabriick University.

Today is a day of great joy and satisfaction for us. Mr. President, we are very grateful for
your visit today, as it testifies to the importance and relevance of our work. With a total of
seven professors, one of the largest Centres for Islamic Theology in Germany is currently

in the process of being established. This development provides not just a recognition of

our work, as the decision to employ resoutces in this manner enables the interests and needs
of Germany’s Muslim population to be better taken into account. That these developments
have been possible at all is unfortunately not a foregone conclusion at a period of open
Islamophobia and religiously motivated terror. Without the assistance of a range of different
institutions and people, a centre of this nature would never have been possible. In this context,
I would first like to thank a number of people for their support. While many deserve to be
mentioned here, I would like to especially thank the following people: This project was first
started under the leadership of Professor Peter Graf from the IMIS — the most distinguished
Institute for Migration Research and Intercultural Studies in Germany — around ten years ago,
initially as part of a BLK project. I would also like to thank the current director of the IMIS,
Professor Andreas Pott, and his recently deceased predecessor, Professor Bommes, for their
continued assistance in the period afterwards.

The foundation of an academic Centre for Islamic Theology was also supported throughout
the entire period from the university’s executive board. Especially Professor Rollinger, as
president of the university, openly supported the foundation of our centre. He has always
been willing to listen to our plans and has shown an unremitting interest in our work.

People engaged in Christian Theology have also shown us great respect and have supported
our project from the outset. The name of Professor Arnulf von Scheliha must be mentioned



in this context. I would also like to especially thank our former dean, and current vice-
president for courses of study and teaching, Professor Martina Blasberg-Kuhnke, together
with her predecessor Professor Thomas Vogtherr. I am convinced that without their firm
decision to promote and actively support the centre, much of what has been achieved would
never have been possible. Many thanks for all your help!

The director of every department knows that nothing really works without the help of a
good team. While I am unable to thank everybody here, I would like to quickly mention my
colleague Professor Rauf Ceylan and most especially our longtime supportive employee Jorg
Ballnus in the name of the other members of staff who have contributed to making the centre
what it is today.

We have required external existence right from the beginning and have thankfully accepted
all assistance granted to us. I honestly do not know if we would be standing where we are
now without the personal engagement shown by Mr. Avni Altiner, the current director of the
Lower Saxony Schura (the umbrella organisation for Muslims in Lower Saxony). I would like
to thank all people who have assisted us in any way or form! And finally, I would like to thank
the former First Minister of Lower Saxony, Christian Wulff, for his assistance and that of
many other politicians and people actively involved in politics for their help and assistance.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Right Honourable President Wulff and President Gtl,

Islam is part of our country. Itis a fact, that Islam, with more than four million believers in
Germany, has become a societal reality. Nevertheless, Islam is perceived as a strange, foreign
phenomenon, as the religion has mainly come to Germany as part of processes of labour
migration which started in the 1960s. In the period following 9/11, Islam became portrayed

as posing in some way a danger to Germany and integration problems were increasingly
highlighted. The equally relevant social-political, educational and economic aspects were largely
omitted from the contemporary discussion. This has now significantly changed following the
decision of the German Council of Science and Humanities to recommend the foundation of
a series of institutes for Islamic Theology. With this decision, it will now be possible to train
prospective imams and Islamic theologians in Germany for the first time. In the same fashion,
school pupils’ entitlement to be taught about their own religion, a right which is anchored in
the Basic Law, will be extended to Muslim children following a transitional period in which
the lessons will be tested and teaching methods explored. In this sense, Lower Saxony leads
the way among all German federal states, thanks not least to the decisive intervention of the
current German President, and former First Minister of Lower Saxony, Christian Wulff.

While this is undoubtedly a positive development, it must not be forgotten that many
mistakes were made in the approach taken towards the integration of migrants in Germany
over a prolonged period of time. It was assumed for many years that the people who had
come to Germany as labour migrants, most of whom were Muslims, were only temporarily
in the country and would sooner or later return to their home countries. Against this
background, the religion, the religious feelings and requirements of Muslims need to be taken
seriously in the future, in order that solutions might be found to contemporary problems.
Islam should consequently be seen as enabling and promoting contact between people, and not as
a source of #rritation in everyday contact. As regards German society as a whole, it is important
that the religion’s role in firstly providing Muslims with an identity, and secondly in boosting
the integration of Muslims into German society, is recognised and acknowledged.

However, Muslims can only acquire an identity and be successfully integrated into German
society if the conditions are created in which the Islamic religion becomes regarded as an
integral part of German society. Put another way, these processes can only take place if
faithful German Muslims perceive that their religion is accepted as part of the country’s
religious culture at the same time as the religion is accepted as such by non-Muslims. In
this context, the German Conference on Islam and the German Council of Science and
Humanities have correctly recognised that the successful integration of Muslims into
German society can also be achieved by firmly anchoring the Islamic religion in the country’s
universities.

While the decision to open German universities to the Islamic religion is undoubtedly
a positive one, many barriers must still be overcome. In a constitutional sense, the Islamic
religion is still not officially recognised as a ‘religious community’ (i.e. a Re/igionsgemeinschafl)
in the country. Until this situation changes, a series of temporary measures will have to be
introduced when establishing Islamic Theology in German universities and when teaching
Islamic Education in German schools. However, these temporary measures cannot and must
not become permanent solutions. Both the German state and the various representatives of
German Muslims need to continue to push for the formal recognition and institutionalisation
of Islam as a ‘religious community’ as defined by the German Basic Law.

An organisation that has continued to press for the recognition and institutionalisation of
Islam is the ethnically mixed umbrella association ‘Schura Niedersachsen’. In addition, the



efforts recently undertaken by the DITIB organisation are also very welcome and are to be
praised. We would furthermore like to express our deep gratitude to those organisations which
have supported us since the beginning, Institutes specialising in Islamic Theology located at
German universities must not just fulfil the necessary academic standards in order to be a
success. The Islamic Theology taught and disseminated by these institutes will also — and this
needs to be stressed — only be accepted as ‘authentic’ and ‘credible’ by the country’s Muslim
population if it meets the requirements, needs and expectations of the country’s ‘ordinary’
Muslims.

“Osnabriick is preparing a training programme for imams” — this was the title of a press statement
handed to the media in late February 2010. This step marked another stage on the road to
the permanent anchoring of Islamic Theology in the German academic environment. At
Osnabriick University, two chairs have existed since 2007 dedicated to teaching and training
teachers for Islamic Education. The first successful participants of the training course are
already employed as teachers for Islamic Education, a lesson that is currently being trialled
in schools in the province of Lower Saxony. It is clear that the further developments at
Osnabriick University will occasion an improvement in the quality of this training. The
establishment of a basic course of study for teachers of Islamic Education can only be
beneficial for the theological disciplines currently taught.

In order to tail the profile of Islamic Theology to the needs of an interreligious dialogue,
appropriate interdisciplinary and highly networked structures are necessary. The Centre for
Intercultural Islamic Studies (ZIIS) was thus formed in 2008 at Osnabriick University. As
the centre provides the previously mentioned interdisciplinarity at the same time as enabling
people working in different academic disciplines to cooperate and ‘network’ with each other, it
guarantees that Islamic Theology at Osnabriick University is centred on interreligious dialogue.

In this context, I can thus confidently report that we are excellently prepared for the
establishment of this Institute for Islamic Theology. The existence of a training programme
for prospective imams, which was first taught in the winter semester 2010/2011, proves
that this is not an unsubstantiated claim. The first phase of this ‘imam training programme’
concludes with the festive bestowal of certificates by the Minister Aygiil Ozkan in three days
time, and the second phase begins with the arrival of a new group of imams and religious
counsellors in the period thereafter. It will be possible to study Islamic Theology as part of
regular bachelor and master degtrees from the winter semester 2012/2013 onwards.

With your leave, I would like to briefly mention the ethnic background of the people
employed at the Centre for Intercultural Islamic Studies (ZIIS). A variety of people with
vastly different ethnic roots are engaged in teaching, researching and working in other fields
at the centre. They are employed as professors, research assistants, PhD students, graduate
and student assistants and in the administration. The centre employs people with German,
Austrian-Saharan, Turkish, Kurdish, Bosnian and Arabian roots.

While the centre employs a multinational team, around 65% of all Muslims in Germany
come originally from Turkey. This strongly impacts on our work. We have links with
people and organisations all over the world, and cooperate with, amongst others, numerous
theologians at Turkish universities. We have bilateral Erasmus agreements with the following
theological faculties: Marmara Tlahiyat, Konya Tlahiyat and Bursa Tlahiyat. Three scientists
from these universities are currently present here.

The developments outlined here can only give a brief idea of the areas in which further
progress needs to be made, and of the obstacles which are still to be overcome. This work
must be carried out in a cordial, respectful, targeted and strategic fashion at all times. The
German state and German society in general must show more courage and demonstrate the
willingness to accept Islam and Muslims in all parts of society. At the same time, Muslims
must not refuse to accept German society realities. Summarising, I would like to make a

few final points in the context of the establishment of Islamic Theology as an independent
discipline in German universities. As Muslim Europeans, we want to be accepted by the
majority of German society, and as European Muslims, we want to be understood by Muslims
in Germany and in the countries in which Muslims make up the majority of the population.
We wish to be treated as equals and to have the chance to deal with people of other faiths and
religious beliefs on an equal footing. I am pleased to be able that up until now, we have largely
succeeded in these aims at this university.



» Today Is a day
of great joy and
satisfaction for us. «
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Osnabriick

Universitesinde
Islam llahiyati

Prof. Dr. Biilent Ugar’in
Takdim Konusmasi

Sayin Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti Cumhurbagkani Gl Beyefendi,
Sayin Federal Almanya Cumhurbaskan: Wulff Beyefendi,
Sayin Belediye Baskant Pistorius Beyefendi,

Sayin Bakan Ozkan Hanimefendi,

Sayin Baskonsolos Ozguhadar Beyefendi,

ve degerli misafirler,

Osnabriick Universitesi’ne hepiniz hos geldiniz.

Bugiin bizim i¢in seving ve onur dolu biiyiik bir giindiir.
Degerli Cumhurbagkanlarimiz,

Bugiinkii ziyaretiniz, yapmis oldugumuz ¢alismalarin takdir edildiginin bir g6stergesidir. Bu
sebeple sizlere tesekkir etmeyi bir borg biliyorum. Bu sehirde yedi kiirsii ile Almanya’nin en
bityitk Tslam Arastirmalart Merkezi olusmaktadir. Bu, sadece bizim ¢alismalarimizin hiisnitkabul
gbrdiigii anlamina gelmeyip ayni zamanda bu alanda yapilan yatirimlarin, Almanya’da yagayan
Misliimanlarin beklenti ve ihtiyaglarinin karsilamasina yonelik kararliligs géstermektedir.

Diinyada Tslam dissmanliginin ve dini motifli terériin arttgt bir dsnemde atilan bu adimlar,
dikkate sayan ve tizerinde durulmaya degerdir. Elbette bazt kurum ve sahuslarin destegi
olmasaydt boyle bir Islam Arastirmalart Merkezinin bu iiniversitede kurulmast miimkiin
olamazdi. Buna binaen huzurunuzda 6ncelikle bu kurum ve sahislara stikranlarimi arz etmek
isterim. Tabii burada anilmayt hak eden birgok isim bulunmakla birlikte, 6zellikle agagida
zikredilecek sahislarla yetinmek durumundayim.

Bu proje, yaklasik on yil 6nce, sayin Prof. Peter Graf 6nderliginde IMIS — Almanya’nin en
yetkin G6g¢ Aragtirma Merkezidir — catist altinda bir BLK-Projesi (Federal yonetim ve eyaletler
ortak komisyonu) kapsaminda hayata gecirilmisti. Bu baglamda devam eden destekleri igin
IMIS’in hali hazirda bagkanligint yapan sayin Prof. Andreas Pott’a ve kisa siire 6nce vefat eden
selefi Prof. Bommes’e en icten dileklerimle tesekkir ederim.

Akademik bir Tslam Arastirmalari Merkezi kurulmast projesi, iiniversitemiz idaresi
tarafindan da daima destek gormiistiir. Ozellikle sayin rektdriimiiz Prof. Rollinger, bu konuyla
bizzat kendisi siirekli ilgilenmis, isteklerimize her zaman duyarhlik géstermis ve desteklerini
esirgememistir.



Hristiyan Tlahiyatina mensup akademisyenler de bu siiregte bizlere devamli, dostca ve
saygtyla eslik ettiler. Bu baglamda 6zellikle sayin Prof. Arnulf von Scheliha’nin ismini
zikretmeden gegemeyecegim. Yine burada 6zellikle eski dekanimiz ve su anda yiiksek egitim
ve 6gretimden sorumlu rektdr yardimeimiz olan sayin Prof. Martina Blasberg-Kuhnke
Hanimefendiye ve kendisinin selefi Prof. Thomas Vogthert’e tesekkir etmek istiyorum.
Santyorum, kendilerinin bu karatli tutumu olmasaydi ¢ogu calismalar yari yolda kalmaya
mahkdam olacaktt.

Bir kurum y6neten her idareci ¢ok iyi bilir ki iyi bir ekibe sahip olmaksizin bagariya ulasmak
¢ok zordur. Bu baglamda meslektasim sayin Prof. Rauf Ceylan Beyi ve ekibimizdeki en kidemli
meslektasimiz Sayin Jorg Ballnus’u 6zellikle zikretmek istiyorum. Elbette burada isimleri
gecmeyen diger ¢alisma arkadaglarim da bu olusuma ciddi katkilarda bulunmuslardir.

Bagindan beri ¢alismalarimiz sirasinda tiniversite dist destege de ihtiyacimiz vardi. Halen
Asagt Saksonya bolgesi Schura Dernegi baskant olan Avni Altiner Beyin kisisel girisimleri de,
su an ulagtigimiz sonuca buyiik katk: saglamistir. Son olarak da eski eyalet basbakanimiz Sayin
Christian Wulff’un sahsinda siyaset alaninda bizi destekleyen herkese stikranlarimi arz ederim.

Bayanlar ve baylar,
Sayin Cumhurbagkanlati,

Islam, tilkemizin bir parcasidir. Toplumumuzda yasayan dért milyondan fazla Miisliman
ile Tslam’n artik toplumsal bir gergeklik haline geldigi inkar edilemez bir vakiadir. Islam,
1960’1 yullardaki is glicti géeii ile Almanya’ya girdigi i¢in hala yabanci bir fenomen olarak
algilanmalktadir. 11 Eylil’den sonra Tslam, siyasi arenada daha ¢ok giivenlik ve entegrasyon
sorunu olarak tartisma konusu yapilmustir. Bu tartismalarda konunun sosyal, pedagojik
ve ekonomik boyutlart g6z ardi edilmistir. Ancak Alman Bilim Kurulunun Islam Tlahiyat
Enstitiilerinin kurulmasina yonelik hazirladigi tavsiye bildirisinden sonra, bu algilama ciddi
anlamda degismistir. Béylece ilk defa gelecegin imamlart ve Misliman ilahiyatgilarinin
Almanya’da yetistirilmeleri imkani dogmustur. Ayni sekilde Alman Anayasasinda temel haklar
arasinda sayilan ve 6grencilerin okullarda kendi dinlerini 6grenebilmelerine imkan saglayan
ilgili madde uyarinca Islam din dersleri de, belitli bir deneme ve arastirma déneminden sonra
okullarda sunulmaya baslanacaktir. Eyaletimiz Asagi Saksonya, bu konuda da, daha 6nce eyalet
basbakanimiz olan ve su anki Cumhurbaskanimiz Christian Wulff’un kararl girisimleriyle 6nct
konumdadir.

Her ne kadar bu gelismeler bizleri sevindirse de, iilkemizde onlarca yildir entegrasyon
konusunda ¢ok sayida hata ve ithmallerin yapilmis oldugu gergegini de géz ardi etmemek
gerekir. Daha diine kadar, is gécii nedeniyle Almanya’ya gelen insanlarin — ki bunlarin
cogunlugu Musliiman iscilerden olusmaktadir — burada sadece belitli bir zaman kalip ardindan
tlkelerine geri donecekleri beklentisi bulunmaktaydi. Ama vakia béyle olmamstir. Gelecekte
Mislimanlarin dini duygu ve ihtiyaclatinin daha fazla ciddiye alinmasi ve bu konuda ¢6zim
6nerilerinin getirilmesi daha da gerekli olacaktir. Pratikte bu su anlamaya gelmektedir: Tslam
rahatsizlik veren bir faktdr olarak degil, insanlar arasi birlikteligi pekistiren bir bag olarak
gorilmelidir. Almanya’nin toplumsal yapist g6z 6niinde bulunduruldugunda Islam, hem
kimlik olusturucu bir unsur hem de entegrasyona ivme kazandiran bir dinamik olarak kabul
edilmelidir.

Misliimanlarin saglam bir kimlik olusturabilmeleri ve basarili bir sekilde toplumumuza
entegre olabilmeleri icin Tslam’in, kendi i¢ yapisiyla Almanya’nin dini ve kiiltiirel hayatinin
bir pargasi olarak goriilmesi ve bunun distan boyle kabul edilmesini saglayan cergevenin
olusturulmast gerekiyor. Nitekim Alman-Islam Konferanst ve Bilim Kurumu da,
Miislimanlarin basarilt bir sekilde entegrasyonun saglanabilmesi igin, Islam’mn Alman
universitelerine dahil edilmesi gerektigini ¢cok dogru bir sekilde tespit etmis bulunmaktadir.

Ama bu yolda asilmast gereken daha baska engeller de bulunmaktadir. Su anda Almanya’da
Tslam, heniiz anayasal diizeyde dini bir cemaat olarak taninmus degildir. Bu durum béyle devam
ettikge, tiniversitelerde Tslam Tlahiyatinin kurumsallasmasi ve okullarda Tslam din derslerinin
baslamast konusunda her zaman gegcici ¢6ztimlerle yetinmek zorunda kalacagiz. Ancak bu
gecici ¢oziimlerin kalict hale gelmemesi gerekir. Mislimanlar olarak ayricalik degil, esitlikten
bagka bir sey istemiyoruz. Hem Alman Devletinin, hem de Muslimanlarin Almanya’daki
dini temsilcilerinin, bu hususta daha fazla gayret gésterip Islam Dininin nihayetinde anayasal
diizeyde bir dini cemaat olarak taninmasini ve kurumsallagmasini saglamalart gerekmektedir.

Bu konuda Misliimanlarin Asagt Saksonya’daki eyalet temsilcisi “Schura Niedersachsen”
dernegi cok biiyiik mesafe kat etmis goriinmektedir. DTTTB’in bu konudaki olumlu tutumu da
cok sevindiricidir. Bu vesileyle bizleri basindan beri destekleyen kurumlara buradan 6zellikle
tekrar tesekkir etmek isterim.

Alman tniversitelerinde okutulan Tslam Tlahiyatinin, ilmi standartlari tasimasinin yaninda,
igerik olarak da Misliimanlarin kabuliini saglayabilecek sartlara sahip olmas: gerekir. Ancak
bu sekilde olursa — bunu 6zellikle vurguluyorum — Almanya’daki Misliimanlar tarafindan
inandirict ve makbul goriliir.

Subat 2010°un sonunda medyada yayimlanan bir haberin baghgt “Osnabriick Imam-



Egitimini hazirliyor” idi. Bu adim Tslam Tlahiyatinin akademik baglamda yiiriitiilmesine yénelik
onemli bir merhaleyi temsil ediyordu.

2007°den beri Osnabriick Universitesinde Tslam din dersi 6gretmenleri yetistirmek iizere
iki kiirsii bulunmaktadir. [lk mezunlar Asagi Saksonya eyaletindeki “Islam Din Dersi Projesi”
kapsaminda 6gretmen olarak gérev yapiyorlar. Hig kusku yok ki bu son gelismeler sayesinde,
Islam din dersi 6gretmenligi egitiminde de kalite cok ciddi sekilde yiikselecektir.

Islam Tlahiyatinin igerigini ayrica dinler arast diyalog baglaminda tasarlamak icin, disiplinler
arast birbirleriyle baglantili olan kurumlara da ihtiya¢ vardir. Bu ihtiyaca binaen Osnabriick
Universitesinde 2008 yilinda Kiiltiirlerarast Tslam Arastirmalart Merkezi (ZI1S) kuruldu. Bu
merkez, Tslam Tlahiyatinin, sézii edilen disiplinler, dinler arasi perspektif ve diyalog baglaminda
bir boyut ile de arastirlmasint saglamaktadir.

Bu mevcut duruma istinaden gururla iddia edebilirim ki, biz Osnabriick Universitesi
olarak, Islam Uahiyatl Enstitisiniin kurulmast igin son derece hazirlikliyiz. Bunun ici bos
bir iddiadan ibaret olmadigini, 2010/11 akademik egitim déneminden beti devam eden
imamlara yénelik destek egitimi programimiz kanitlamaktadir. Bu programun ilk ayagy, tig
giin sonra gergeklesecek olan ve Bakan Aygiil Ozkan Hanimefendinin de katilacagt diploma
toreni ile sona erecek ve yeni bir grup imam ve manevi rehber adaylariyla ikinci egitim yilina
baslayacaktir. Islam Tlahiyatt Bolimiiniin acilmast ise, lisans ve master bolimleriyle birlikte
2012/13 akademik déneminde gerceklesecektir.

Enstitimuizde ¢alisan personelimizin etnik kokenleri hakkinda da izninizle bir kag kelime
sarf etmek istiyorum. Burada 6gretim, arastirma ve diger faaliyet alanlarinda, profesérler,
asistanlar, doktora 6grencileri, yardimei asistanlar ve sekreterler olmak tizere toplam 12
personel calismaktadir. Bu 12 kisinin etnik olarak dagilimi ¢ok ¢esitlilik arz etmektedir.
Nitekim iclerinde Alman, Sahara-Avusturya, Ttrk, Kiirt, Bosna ve Arap kékenli uzmanlarimiz
bulunmaktadir.

Bununla birlikte Almanya’da yasayan Mislumanlarin yizde 65’1 Turkiye kékenlidir. Bu
olguyu da galismalarimizda g6z 6niinde bulunduruyoruz. Béliimiimiiziin uluslararast diizeyde
de dikkat ¢ekici baglantilart mevcuttur ve boliimiimiiz 6zellikle Ttirkiye tiniversitelerindeki
bir¢ok ilahiyatcilarla ortak projeler yiriitmektedir. Bu baglamda tniversitemiz ile Erasmus
anlagmasi bulunan Tlahiyat Fakiiltelerini su sekilde sayabiliriz: Marmara Ilahiyat, Konya Ilahiyat
ve Bursa Tlahiyat. Bugiin de bu tiniversitelerden ti¢ bilim adami aramizda bulunuyor.

Su ana kadar anlatilan gelismeler, daha hangi alanlarda samimi, saygili, kararli, stratejik ve
kalict adimlarin atilmasi gerektigini bizlere géstermektedir. Alman Devleti ve toplumunun,
Islam’in ve Miisliimanlarin toplumsal diizeyde kabul gérmesine yénelik daha fazla cesaret ve iyi
niyet géstermesi gerekiyor. Diger yandan Misliimanlarin da kendilerini toplumsal gerceklikten
soyutlamamalar1 gerekiyor.

Sonug olarak Tslam Tlahiyatinin Alman tiniversitelerindeki olusumu hakkinda kisaca sunlart
soylemek isterim: Misliiman Avrupalilar olarak, Alman toplumunun bizi kabul etmesini talep
ediyoruz. Avrupalt Mislimanlar olarak da, Almanya’daki ve diger tilkelerdeki Mislimanlarin
bizi anlamalarini bekliyoruz. Biz ayricaliktan uzak, aynt seviyede esit muamele talep ediyoruz.
Ve su an bunun genel olarak tniversitemizde gerceklestigini sizlere burada séylemekten
mutluluk duyuyorum.



» Bugun bizim igin
seving ve onur dolu
buyuk bir glindir. «






versita

1abruc




Rede
des deutschen
Bundesprasidenten




Sehr geehrter Herr Staatsprisident Giil,
sehr gechrter Herr Prisident Rollinger und Herr Professor Ugar,
sehr geehrte Damen und Herren,

ich méchte zu dem Thema, das uns heute zusammenfiihrt drei Bemerkungen machen, bevor
ich dann das Wort dem tiirkischen Staatsprisidenten iibergebe.

Es gibt in Deutschland inzwischen vier Zentren fir Islamische Theologie: Tibingen
und Minster/Osnabriick haben eine gute Ausgangsbasis, die von externen Gutachtern
mehrfach bestitigt worden ist. Und auch Frankfurt/GieBen und Erlangen-Nurnberg
haben sich beziiglich des Themas Islam etabliert. Der Dialog zwischen den Religionen ist
fur das Zusammenleben in einer Gesellschaft und fiir die Kommunikation mit anderen
Gesellschaften, anderen Lindern, anderen Kulturen, anderen Vélkern von tiberragender
Bedeutung und deshalb habe ich mich immer dafir eingesetzt, dass wir die Islamische
Theologie in Deutschland — auch angesichts der Zahl der Muslime in unserem Land —
etablieren.

Deutschland ist seht stolz darauf, ein Land der Wissenschaften zu sein, und wir durfen das
durchaus auch sagen. Es ist gerade eine Verdffentlichung eines britischen Autors mit dem
Titel Der deutsche Genins in Deutschland in den Buchhandel gekommen, in dem belegt wird,
in welchen Wissenschaftsgebieten gerade an deutschen Universititen Grof3es erforscht wird
bzw. bereits Grofles an Beitrigen fiir die Menschheit geleistet worden ist. So mancher weil3:
Deutschland galt als Apotheke der Welt; das Deutsche war die Sprache der Medizin, und
an dieser Stelle mochte ich darauf hinweisen, dass Deutschland weltweit das Land mit den
lingsten und umfassendsten Erfahrungen mit der Theologie in der Wissenschaft ist.

Religionen missen sich vermitteln, sie miissen sich selbst reflektieren, sie mussen sich
kritischen Auseinandersetzungen auch innerhalb der Wissenschaft stellen. Und gerade
deutsche Universititen sind sehr geeignet, auch Islamische Theologie zu betreiben und zu
vermitteln und ich wiinsche mir, dass die von Professor Ugar eingangs sehr gut beschriebenen
Herausforderungen, wie zum Beispiel der uns manchmal fehlenden Ansprechpartner,
geldst werden und dass wir mithin Strukturen erhalten, die uns die Weiterentwicklung der
Islamischen Theologie ermdglichen.

Die letzte Bemerkung betrifft meine eigene Motivation, mich dieser Thematik zuzuwenden.
Ich habe als Bundesprisident an der Ordination von Rabbinern teilgenommen, tibermorgen
habe ich den Heiligen Vater zu Gast und heute bin ich hier bei der Islamischen Theologie an
der Universitit Osnabriick. Ich sehe die Welt in einem grofen Zustand der Unruhe. Wenn
man nach Nordafrika und dem dortigen Aufbruch schaut, wenn man nach Vorderasien blickt,
den Mittleren Osten, nach Nahost insgesamt, auch auf andere Stellen der Welt, dann spiirt
man, dass der Augsburger Religionsfrieden in Deutschland, dass der Westfilische Frieden
mit der Konkretisierung der Religions-, Glaubens- und Gewissensfreiheit, besiegelt hier in
Munster und Osnabrick 1648, bis heute nicht erreicht ist. Und wenn wit in Deutschland
versuchen, angemessen — vielleicht sogar vorbildhaft — mit Minderheiten umzugehen, dann
kénnen wir umso glaubhafter dafiir eintreten, dass auch andernorts dementsprechend mit
Minderheiten umgegangen wird. Ich sehe auch die Situation von verfolgten Juden in der Welt.
Ich sche sie gelegentlich von Muslimen in der Welt. Ich sehe sie vor allem von Christen in der
Welt, wenn ich in den Irak, Iran, nach Pakistan, in Teile Indiens und andere Linder der Welt
schaue. Und deswegen verbindet meinen Freund Abdullah Giil, als Staatsprisident der Tiirkei,
und mich dieses stindige Gesprich dariiber, wie es den tiirkischstimmigen und den tiirkischen
Muslimen hierzulande und wie es beispielsweise den Christen — den orthodoxen Christen — in
der Tirkei geht. Und Sie wissen, es ist dort in den letzten Monaten Wesentliches entschieden
worden. So wurden unter anderem Eigentiimer religiGser Stiftungen, die in den 1930er Jahren
verstaatlicht wurden, an Minderheiten zurtickgegeben, um Letztere zu entschidigen. Wir
befinden uns auch beziglich anderer Fragen im Gesprich: Zu nennen sind hier beispielsweise
das syrisch-orthodoxe Kloster Mor Gabriel oder die Priesterausbildung fiir die griechisch-
orthodoxe Kirche auf der vor Istanbul gelegenen Insel Heybeliada. Dies alles begriindet einen
stindigen Austausch, aber wir kénnen neben dem Fordern von anderen etwas férdern bei
uns, was den Austausch der Religionen und Kulturen betrifft, und ich glaube, dass wir somit
wirklich Gutes, um nicht zu sagen, Grof3es tun, und danke der Universitit, dass sie hierbei
mithilft. Und ich freue mich, dass nun Staatsprisident Gil zu uns sprechen wird, und wir
anschlieBend noch Gelegenheit haben, mit den Akteuren, den eigentlichen Verantwortlichen
der Islamischen Theologie, zu sprechen. Vielen Dank!



Speech Held

by the Former

German President
Christian Wulff




Right Honourable President Giil,
Right Honourable President Rollinger,
Right Honourable Professor Ucar,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to comment on three aspects of the issue that has brought us together today,
before handing over to the Turkish President.

Four Centres for Islamic Theology have been founded in Germany in the last few years.
Of these four, Tiibingen and Miinster/Osnabriick have put solid foundations in place for
the further development of Islamic Theology as an academic discipline, something which
has been confirmed on a frequent basis by external experts. In addition, centres engaging in
a detailed examination of different aspects of the Islamic religion have been established in
Frankfurt/Gieen and Erlangen-Niirnberg. The dialogue between different religions is vitally
important in order to preserve societal cohesion and in order to improve the communication
between different societies, different countries, different cultures and different peoples. In this
context and given the number of Muslims living in Germany, I have always made every effort
to promote and support the establishment and anchoring of Islamic Theology as an academic
discipline in the country.

We can say without having a guilty conscience that Germany is very proud to be a country
of science. A British author has recently published a book in Germany entitled The German
Genins. In this work, the author outlines the academic fields in which German universities
are currently engaged in research and draws attention to the significant contributions which
German scientists have made for humanity. Some of you may know that Germany used to
be thought of as the ‘world’s pharmacy’, as German was the language of medical science. In
this context, I would like to point out that Germany is the country that has longest and most
comprehensive experiences with theology as an academic discipline.

All religions must actively seek contact with people, be able to engage in processes of
self-reflection and also be prepared to be examined and questioned by academia. German
universities in particular are very interested in developing Islamic Theology as an academic
discipline. Against this backdrop, I hope that the challenges described by Professor Ucar in
his introductory comments, such as the lack of contact persons, can be resolved and that
structures can be developed which enable the expansion of Islamic Theology as an academic
discipline.

The last of the three aspects is one of the reasons why I have decided to turn my attention
to this issue. As President of the Federal Republic of Germany, I have participated in the
ordination of Rabbis, will play host to the Holy Father in two days time and currently find
myself at the department of Islamic Theology of Osnabrick University. The world is in a
state of deep unrest. If you look towards North Africa and observe the events taking place
there, if you look towards Western Asia and the Middle East, and towards other parts of the
world, you can in many ways sense that the aims of the Peace of Augsburg and the Peace of
Westphalia, a treaty signed here in Osnabriick and Munster in 1648 which concretised the
freedom of religion, faith, conscience and creed, have still not been achieved. Moreover, our
attempts to encourage states to treat ethnic minorities in a correct and humane fashion will
be more credible if we ourselves make every attempt to treat minorities in an appropriate
and — perhaps better — an exemplary fashion. Observing the events taking place in the world,
I can see how Jews are subjected to persecution in all parts of the world, and occasionally
how Muslims suffer from persecution. In addition, I can also see how Christians in particular
are suffering from persecution in Irak, Iran, Pakistan, in parts of India and in other parts of
the world. These religious tensions have prompted my friend Abdullah Giil as President of
Turkey, and the speaker to engage in an ongoing discussion about situation of the population
of Turkish descent and of the Turkish Muslims here in Germany on the one hand, and the
situation of the Christian — that is the Orthodox Christian — population in Turkey on the
other. As you know, a number of important decisions have been taken over the course of
the last few months. One of the most important of these is the decision to return property
belonging to religious foundations, which had been confiscated by the government during the
1930s, to minority groupings as a form of compensation for their losses. Other issues that
are currently being discussed include the Syriac Orthodox Mor Gabriel Monastery and the
training programme for Greek Orthodox priests on the island of Heybeliada, which is located
near to Istanbul. This all testifies to an ongoing interaction and exchange between our two
countries. However, at the same time as expecting improvements in other countries, we can
also aim to foster interreligious and intercultural dialogue and contact here in Germany. By
promoting dialogue and contact of this nature with the help of the university we are in my
view indeed taking a large, if not a huge step forward. I am delighted that President Gl will
now speak to us and that we will subsequently have the chance to talk to some of the people
actively involved in Islamic Theology, that is, the people who are in reality responsible for the
development of the discipline. Many thanks!
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Turkiye Camhurbaskani Sayin Giil,

Osnabriick Universitesi Rektorii Sayin Rollinger
ve 6gretim tiyesi Sayin Prof. Dr. Bilent Ucar,
Sayin konuklar,

Sozi Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti Cumhurbaskanina vermeden énce, bugiin burada toplanmamuizi
saglayan konu ile ilgili Gi¢ hususa dikkat ¢cekmek istiyorum.

Almanya’da su an itibariyle dért tane Islam flahiyatt Merkezi mevcuttur. Bunlardan Tibingen
ve Minster/Osnabrick’iin saglam zeminlere sahip olduklart bagimsiz bilirkisi raporlarinda
defalarca teyid edilmistir. Frankfurt/GieBen ve Erlangen/Niirnberg de Islam konusunu ele
almiglardir. Dinler arasi diyalog; bir toplumda bitlikte yasamak ve farkli toplumlarla, tlkelerle,
kiltiirlerle, halklarla iletisime gecmek igin buyiik bir anlam ifade etmektedir. Bu ylizden ben,
Almanya’da yasayan Miisliimanlarin sayilarint da g6z 6niinde bulundurarak, Tslam Tlahiyan
Bélumleri kurmamiz hususunda israrct davrandim.

Almanya, “Bilimler Ulkesi” sifatint aldig1 icin gururludur ve biz bunu her platformda dile
getirmeliyiz. 1ngiliz bir yazarin Alman Dehas: isimli, Alman tGniversitelerinin hangi bilimsel
alanlarda arastirmalar yaptiklarini, daha dogrusu insanhiga nasil biiytik katki sagladiklarint
kanitlayan kitabs kitapgilarin raflarini hentiz stislemeye baslamistir. Bilenler vardir: Almanya
diinyanin eczanesi olarak bilinirdi, tip dili Almanca idi ve bu noktada Almanya’nin ilahiyat
biliminde de diinya ilkeleri arasinda en kékli ve kapsamli deneyimlere sahip olduguna isaret
etmek isterim.

Dinler kendi aralarinda iletisim kurma, birbirlerine ayna olma gérevini tistlenmeli ve de ilmi
stnirlar icinde elestirel tartigmalara agtk olmalidirlar. Alman tiniversiteleri Tslam Tlahiyati tizerine
calismalar yapmaya ¢ok yatkindirlar ve ben, Profesér Ucar’in baslangicta arz ettigi muhatap
sorunu gibi ¢ézillmesi gereken meselelerin bir ¢6ziime kavusmasini ve dolayistyla bizim Islam
Tlahiyatinin gelismesini miimkiin kilan yeni yapilara sahip olmamizi arzu etmekteyim.

Son olarak beni bu konuya yonelten asli saikten bahsetmek istiyorum. Cumhurbagkant
olarak ben Hahamlar Kuruluna katildim, yarindan sonra Kutsal Papa’y1 agirlayacagim ve bugitin
Osnabriick Universitesinde Islam Tlahiyatt Boliimiindeyim. Ben diinyayt biyiik bir huzursuzluk
iginde goriyorum. Kuzey Afrika’ya ve oradaki harekete bakildiginda, Bati Asya’ya g6z
atildiginda, Orta Dogu, Yakin Dogu derinlemesine incelendiginde ve diinyanin baska yerlerine
bakildiginda; Almanya’da yapilan Augsburg Din Barisina ve 1648’de Miinster ve Osabriick’te
imzalanan ve din, inang ve disiince 6zgirligini koruma altina alan Westfalya Barisina bugtin
bile erisilemedigi hissedilecektir. Ve biz Almanya’da azinliklarla makul, belki de 6rnek teskil
edecek sekilde bir iliski kuruyorsak bunun bagka yerlerde de gergeklesebilecegini savunabilitiz.
Ben dinyada zulim géren Yahudilerin durumlarini da boyle gériiyorum. Irak’a, Iran’a,
Pakistan’a, Hindistan’in bazi bolgelerine ve diinyanin bagka tlkelerine baktigimda 6zellikle
Hristiyanlarin ugradiklar zulimleri gériiyorum. Bu bitmek bilmeyen dini gerilimler Tirkiye
Cumbhuriyeti Cumhurbagkant arkadagim Abdullah Gil’ti ve beni bir yandan buradaki Ttrk asilli
Muslimanlarin sorunlari ve diger yandan da Turkiye'deki Ortodoks Hristiyanlarin sorunlarinin
¢6zumii noktasinda aktif rol almaya sevk etmistir. Bildiginiz gibi orada son aylarda yeni bir
karar alindt. 1930’lu yillarda hazineye baglanan dini cemaatlere ve vakiflara ait gayrimenkuller
azinliklara iade edildi.

Biz burada bagska sorulart da ele aldik ki bunlardan ikisi sunlardir: Stiryani-Ortodoks
Manastirt Mor Gabriel, Istanbul Heybeliada’daki Rum-Ortodoks Kilisesine ait Ruhban
Okulu. Bu gériigmelerin hepsi stirekli bir etkilesim saglayacak, fakat biz dinlerin ve kultirlerin
etkilesimiyle ilgili konularda birbirimizden bazi seyler talep etmenin yant sira birbirimizi
tesvik de edecegiz ve ben bu sekilde gercekten ulvi bir amaca hizmet ettigimize inantyor ve
Osnabriick Universitesine verdigi destekten dolayt Sayin Cumhurbagkanina tesekkiir ediyorum.

Simdi Abdullah Giil’iin konusmasini dinleyecek olmam ve ardindan Tslam Tlahiyatinin fiili
sorumlulugunu dstlenmis degerli akademisyenlerle goriisme imkant bulacak olmam beni son
derece memnun ediyor.
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Abdullah Giil

Sehr geehrter Herr Bundesprisident Wulff,
sehr gechrte Giste,
schr geehrte Lehrkrifte,

ich darf Sie recht herzlich begrifien und méchte mich zunichst einmal far
die entgegengebrachte Solidaritit des Herrn Bundesprisidenten hinsichtlich des
verabscheuungswiirdigen Bombenanschlags in Ankara bedanken.

Ich freue mich sehr, dass ich im Rahmen meines Besuches in Deutschland die Geburts- und
Heimatstadt des Bundesprisidenten und ferner die Universitit, an welcher er studiert hat und
an der sich auch das Zentrum fur Interkulturelle Islamstudien befindet, kennenlernen und
hier bei dieser Zusammenkunft eine Rede halten datrf - vor allem, weil ich bereits vor meiner
Ankunft sehr viel Schones tiber dieses Zentrum gehért habe.



Wie Herr Bundesprisident in seiner Rede ausgefiihrt hat, hat Deutschland in den
Wissenschaften herausragende Wissenschaftler hervorgebracht und in zahlreichen Gebieten
sind bedeutende Erfolge erzielt worden. Aber auch im Hinblick auf die Theologie wurde viel
geleistet. Zudem gibt es zahlreiche bedeutende Wissenschaftler, die in der Vergangenheit ihre
objektiven Ansichten Uber den Islam dargelegt und diesbeziigliche Forschungen betrieben
haben.

Ich begriif3e es sehr, dass die Universitit aus einem neuen Verantwortungsgefiihl heraus
sowohl im Hinblick auf die Islamforschung als auch auf die Ausbildung muslimischer
Religionslehrkrifte und Experten ebendiese Verantwortung tbernimmt, ein solches Zentrum
zu er6ffnen, aufzubauen und an diesem Ort geschitzte Wissenschaftler zusammenbringt.
Hierzu gratuliere ich Thnen herzlich.

Ich weil3, dass hierbei die Unterstitzung des Herrn Bundesprisidenten von grof3er
Bedeutung war. In seiner Amtszeit als Ministerprisident des Landes Niedersachsen hat er
diesbeziiglich grofies Interesse gezeigt. Es ist uns bewusst, dass im deutschen Grundgesetz die
Grenzen fir den Religionsunterricht und die Religionsfreiheit sehr weit gefasst sind. Trotzdem
war in diesem Rahmen die Umsetzung einer Praxis des Islamunterrichts bisher nicht méglich.
Es freut mich ganz besonders zu sehen, dass diese — auch resultierend aus dem Interesse und
der Unterstitzung des Herrn Bundesprisidenten — nun aufgenommen werden konnte.

Sehr geehrter Herr Bundesprisident, Sie haben in Threr Rede anlisslich des 20. Jahrestages
der deutschen Einheit eine in Deutschland bestehende Tatsache deutlich zum Ausdruck
gebracht. Sie sagten: ,,Aber der Islam gehort inzwischen auch zu Deutschland®. Denn
hierzulande leben circa vier Millionen Muslime und ein gro3er Teil von ihnen sind deutsche
Staatsbiirger, also I/re Staatsbiirger. Sie geben bei den Wahlen ihre Stimme ab. Sie empfinden
diesem Land gegentiber Loyalitdt. Daher driicken Thre Worte nunmehr eine Tatsache aus.

Es versteht sich von selbst, dass die Religionsfreiheit ein wichtiger Pfeiler der Grundrechte
und Grundfreiheiten ist. Sie ist ein universell gultiger Wert — gleichgtiltig wo und um welche
Religion es sich handelt. Meiner Auffassung nach ist es in diesem Zusammenhang zweifellos
wichtig, dass auch den Muslimen in Deutschland die Méglichkeit gegeben wird und ein
dahingehendes Verantwortungsbewusstsein besteht, dass sie ihren Glauben und ihre Religion
besser kennenlernen und dies auch ihren Kindern vermitteln kénnen. Denn wenn es keine
Einrichtungen gibt, die diese Menschen anleiten, kénnen sie Falsches aus den falschen Quellen
lernen und einen anderen Weg einschlagen. Vor diesem Hintergrund war es fiir Deutschland
unverzichtbar, ein Vorhaben zu initiieren und sicherzustellen, das die Lehre des wahren und
reinen Islams sowohl auf wissenschaftlicher als auch auf pidagogischer Ebene ermdglicht. Es
freut mich sehr, dass dies an der von Thnen besuchten Universitit realisiert wird.

Vor allem jedoch ist dies von Bedeutung: Die Menschen sollten ihren Glauben, ihre
Religion erlernen und wahren. Aber sie sollten auch dieselbe Sprache sprechen und gliicklich
sein in dem Land, in dem sie leben, ihren Beitrag leisten und auf dieses Land stolz sein. Und
so bin ich iiberzeugt davon, dass es wichtig ist, dass jeder die deutsche Sprache etlernt, den
Islam sowie die deutsche Sprache kennt und die Méoglichkeit hat, den Islam auf Deutsch
vermittelt zu bekommen. Denn wir glauben daran, dass der Islam universell ist. Dass er keiner
bestimmten Ethnie, keiner bestimmten Region, keiner bestimmten Sprache vorbehalten ist.
Wichtig ist, dass sichergestellt wird, dass Menschen, die an eine Religion glauben, wie z.B.
Muslime an den Islam, ihre Religion ausiiben kénnen und gleichzeitig, ungeachtet dessen, in
welcher Gesellschaft sie leben, die Sprache dieser Gesellschaft sprechen und somit aktiv am
Leben teilnehmen. Dies schafft einerseits Glick und Wohlstand fir die Menschen und sichert
andererseits den Frieden in den Lindern. Daher begriif3e ich die hiesigen Entwicklungen umso
mehr. Und ich gratuliere all jenen, die hierzu beigetragen haben.

An dieser Stelle mochte ich darauf hinweisen, dass die gesamte akademische Welt der Ttrkei
und insbesondere das Amt fiir Religiose Angelegenheiten der Tirkei und die Theologischen
Fakultiten Sie nach Kriften unterstiitzen werden. Ich bin tberzeugt, dass die gegenseitige
Unterstitzung von groflem Nutzen sein wird.

Noch einmal gratuliere ich dem verehrten Herrn Rektor Prof. Dr. Rollinger und dem
Inhaber des Lehrstuhls fiir Islamische Religionspadagogik, Herrn Prof. Dr. Biilent Ugar, und
wiinsche Thnen viel Erfolg!
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English
Translation

of the Speech Made by
the Turkish President, Abdullah Giil

Excellency President Wulff,
Distinguished Guests and Academicians,

First of all, I would like to express my pleasure of addressing you today and thank the
German President for the solidarity he has shown in face of the hortific bomb attack in
Ankara.

In the framework of my trip, I am delighted to be able to visit also Osnabriick which is the
city of birth of President Wulff, furthermore I am very pleased to visit this University which
President Wulff had graduated and to be in this gathering that is realized in the Centre for
Islamic Studies which has been established within this University. I have heard many positive
comments about this Centre before visiting today.



As President Wulff has already mentioned in his speech, Germany has raised many
outstanding scientists in vatious academic disciplines and success has been achieved in
different branches of science. Many valuable works have also been produced in the discipline
of theology. In the past, there were many distinquished academicians who had very objective
views and studies on Islam, as well.

I am very pleased that this University has established this Centre in order to realize studies
on Islamic religion and also train the teachers and relevant staff who will teach Islam, with
a new sense of responsibility. I am also very glad that this University has gathered together
distinquished academicians, whom I would like to congratulate, for this Centre.

I am aware that support of the President Wulff has been crucial for this Centre and that
he greatly contributed to its development while he was Prime Minister of the Land of Lower
Saxony.

Indeed, we know that the German constitution guarantees religious freedom and the
learning of religion. Nevertheless, it was not so possible in practice till today to teach the
Islamic religion. It is a great pleasure observing that thanks to the interest and support of
President Wulff there is an improvement in this sense.

Mr. President, you pointed out a reality in Germany during a speech which you delivered
as part of an event to mark the 20th anniversary of German reunification — that “Islam is
also a religion of Germany” as around four million Muslims live here, in this country and
a large proportion of these Muslims are German citizens, i.e. they are your citizens. These
citizens vote in the elections and are loyal to Germany. Therefore, your words, in fact, are the
expression of a reality.

The freedom of religion is clearly and indisputably one of the basic rights and freedoms
which are enjoyed by all people. The freedom to belong to a religion is thus a value that is
universally valid, irrespective of where one is in the world and of the religion to which one
adheres. It is thus my belief that people should take responsibility for their own actions and
that Muslims living in Germany should be able to teach their children about their religion and
their faith, and to continue to educate themselves in this regard. This is because the absence
of institutions capable of pointing children in the right direction can result in these children
receiving information from the wrong soutces and consequently losing their ways in life. In
this context, it was neatly inevitable to begin a study and to create an opportunity for teaching
a ‘pure’ and ‘authentic’ form of the Islamic religion in an appropriately educative, didactic and
academic fashion. Mr. President, I am truly delighted that this is taking place at your university.

The following aspect seems to me to be highly pertinent: People should be happy and
contribute to and be proud of the country in which they live through learning and preserving
their own faith and religion, and also using the same language that is spoken in their country
of residence. In this regard, I attach importance that German should be learnt by everybody,
Muslims in this land should learn both Islam and German language, and also they can teach
Islam in German language, as well. As we believe that Islam is universal. This religion is not
restricted to a specific race or a specific geography and is definitely not restricted to one
particular language.

It is crucial that believers of a religion, such as adherents of the Islamic religion are able
to fulfill their basic religious responsibities. On the other hand, the same people should also
make every effort to learn the language spoken in the country in which they live and to make
an active contribution to that country’s society. This certainly makes people happy and the
country becomes wealthier and the social peace is strengthened.

I am consequently truly delighted that progress is being made in this direction at Osnabrick
University, and I would like to congratulate everybody who has contributed to this Project. In
this context, I would like to express that all academic circles, theological faculties in Turkey,
and particularly the Presidency of Religious Affairs of the Republic of Turkey will be in close
solidarity with You. I am sure that it will turn out to be an extremely fruitful cooperation.

I would like to reiterate my congratulations to first of all to You, Excellency President Wulff,
to the Rector of Osnabriick University, Professor Dr. Mr. Claus Rollinger, and to the Chair of
this Centre at Osnabriick University, Professor Dr. Mr. Bilent Ucar. I would also like to wish
them success in their works.
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Sayin Cumhurbaskant Wulff,
Degerli misafirler,
Degerli 6gretim tiyeleri,

Oncelikle hepinizi sevgiyle selamliyorum ve hemen sézlerimin basinda Ankara’daki menfur
saldirt karsisinda bizlere gosterdikleri dayanismadan dolay1 Sayin Cumhurbagskanina tesekkiir
ediyorum.

Bu gezimin ¢ergevesi igerisinde Sayin Cumhurbaskaninin dogdugu ve buyudigi sehir olan
Osnabriick’t ve ayrica kendisinin de mezun oldugu bu tniversiteyi ziyaret ediyor olmaktan ve
bu Giniversitenin icinde kurulan Tslam Arastirmalari Merkezi’ndeki bu bulugmada benim de yer
almis olmamdan ve bu konusmay1 yapiyor olmaktan da buyiik bir memnuniyet duyuyorum.
Cunki buraya gelmeden 6nce bu merkezle ilgili ¢cok giizel seyler duymustum.

Sayin Cumhurbagkaninin biraz 6nce konusmasinda ifade ettigi gibi, Almanya bilim alaninda
bir¢ok biytk bilim adamt yetistirmistir. Almanya’nin bir¢ok bilim dallarinda buyiik basarilart
vardir. Tlahiyat konusunda da gercekten cok eser verilmistir. Tslam Dini tizerinde de ok
objektif gorisleri ve arastirmalari olan ¢ok degerli ilim adamlart vardir gegmiste.

Bu iiniversitenin yeni bir sorumluluk duygusu icerisinde Tslam Dini iizerinde hem
arastirmalar yapmak hem de Islam Dinini 6gretecek 6gretmenleri ve elemanlart yetistirme
konusunda sorumluluk tstlenip béyle bir calismayi baslatmasindan, bu merkezi kurmasindan
ve buraya degerli ilim adamlari toplamasindan da gercekten biiyiik bir memnuniyet duyuyorum
ve hepsini tebrik ediyorum.

Burada degerli Cumhurbagkaninin desteginin ¢ok 6nemli oldugunu biliyorum. Kendisi Asag:
Saksonya’nin Bagbakani iken bu konulara ¢ok ilgi gostermisti. Aslinda Alman Anayasasinin,
dinin 6gretilmesi ve din 6zgirligh ile ilgili en genis sinirt ¢izdigini biliyoruz. Buna ragmen bu
cergevede Islam Dininin 6gretilmesinin pratige gegmesi simdiye kadar pek miimkiin olmamistt.
Ancak kendilerinin bu konudaki ilgileri ve alakalari neticesinde bunun da basladigini gérmekten
gercekten biytk bir mutluluk duyuyorum.

Sayin Cumhurbaskani, siz Almanya’daki bir gercegi Dogu ve Batt Almanya’nin bitlesmesinin
20. yildéniimiinde yaptiginiz konusmada agikea ifade ettiniz. “[Islam da Almanya’nin bir dinidir”
dediniz. Ciinkii burada dort milyona yakin Misliman yastyor ve bunlarin 6nemli bir kismi
Alman vatandasi, yani sizin vatandaglariniz. Secimlerde oy kullaniyorlar. Bu tilkeye sadakatleri
var. Dolayistyla bu s6ziintiz aslinda bir gercegin ifadesiydi.

Temel hak ve 6zgurliklerin 6nemli ayaklarindan birisi de tabii ki din 6zgtirligidir. Bu
hangi dine iliskin olursa olsun ve nerede olursa olsun gegerli olan evrensel bir anlayistir. Bu
cercevede siiphesiz ki, Almanya’daki Mislimanlarin da kendi dinlerini ve inanglarint hem
kendilerinin daha iyi 6grenebilmeleri hem de ¢ocuklarina 6gretebilmeleri icin kendilerine imkan
sunulmast ve bu yonde sorumluluklarin hissedilmesinin 6nemli oldugu kanatindeyim. Eger
bu insanlara 6nderlik edecek kurumlar meveut olmazsa, o zaman yanhs kaynaklardan yanlis
seyler égrenebilirler ve farkli mecralara kayabilitler. O bakimdan Tslam Dininin ashni, 6ziinii
kendi berrakligt igerisinde hem bilimsel hem de pedagojik sekilde 6gretebilecek bir ¢alismanin
baslatilmasi, bu imkanin olusturulmast Almanya i¢in herhalde kacinilmazdi. Bunu da sizin tahsil
gbrdiginiz tniversite gerceklestitiyor ve bundan gercekten memnuniyet duyuyorum.

Herhalde 6nemli olan sey su: Insanlar kendi inanglarini, kendi dinlerini 6grenerek,
koruyarak, ama ayni dili de konusarak yasadiklari tilkede mutlu olmalilar, yasadiklar: ilkeye
katki saglamalilar ve tlkeleri ile 6viinmeliler. Bu anlamda Almancanin herkes tarafindan
ogrenilmesinin, buradaki biitin Muslimanlarin Islam Dinini de, Almancayi da bilmelerinin
ve Tslam’t Almanca olarak anlatabilmelerinin énemli olduguna inantyorum. Ciinkii biz suna
inanyoruz ki, Islam Dini evrenseldir. Yani belirli bir irka gelmemistir, belili bir cografyaya
gelmemistir, belirli bir dile has da degildir.

Onemli olan sey, insanlar bir dine inandiginda, bu Miislimanliksa Miisliimanliga
inandiklarinda, bunun geregini yapmalarini ama ayni sekilde hangi toplulukta iseler o
toplulugun dilini en giizel sekilde konusarak, hayata en aktif sekilde katilmalarint saglamaktir.
Bu, insanlart ancak mutlu ve mireffeh eder, tlkeleri de tabii ki batis icerisinde tutar.

Bu bakimdan bu gelismeyi biiyiik bir memnuniyetle karsiliyorum. Bunda emegi gecen
herkesi tebrik ediyorum. Bu cercevede Tirkiye Diyanet Teskilati basta olmak tizere,
Turkiye’deki ilahiyat fakiltelerinin ve Turkiye’deki biitiin bilim dunyasinin sizletle ¢ok yakin
dayanigsma icerisinde olacagini da ifade etmek isterim. Onlarin size, sizin de onlara katkilar
eminim ki ¢ok faydali olacaktir.

Bir kez daha bagta Zatialiniz olmak tlizere, iniversitenin Rektorii Sayin Prof. Dr. Claus
Rollinger ve bu bélimii yéneten Sayin Prof. Dr. Bilent Ugar’t hem tebrik ediyorum hem de

kendilerine basarilar diliyorum.
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